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NEWS AND NOTES

AMCS
AMCS Bulletin 5, Studies on the Cavernicole Fauna ofMexico and Adjacent Regions,
is now available. It is edited by Robert W.
W. Mitchell and James R. Reddell, contains
the description of many new species of cave animal from Mexico, Texas, Belize, and
Guatemala. It is available to AMCS members for $5.00 (softbound) and $7.00 (hardbound); to others the cost is $8.00 (softbound) and $10.00 (hardbound).

W. 33rd St.
AMCS night is held every Monday night from about 7:30 on at 616 W.
Everyone is invited to come along, show slides, collate AMCS Newsletters, talk
AMCS.
Mexican.caving, and work at whatever odd jobs need to be done for the AMCS.
People from out-of-town are urged to drop by anytime they are passing through
on their way to Mexico. The AMCS has good files on every area in Mexico and
can bring you up to date on the latest discoveries in Mexican caving.
The Cave Research Foundation is sending a team of cavers to Costa Rica to survey
the caves of the Barra Honda karst area. The expedition is at the request of the
Costa Rican government and will last from December 1 to early January.
Several groups of Mexican cavers are planning an expedition to descend S6tano de las
Golondrinas, San Luis Potosi.

Enorme Grieta Causa
Inquietud en Oaxaca
ACATLAN DE PEREZ DE
NORIEGA, Oax., Sept. 5 (CGV).-

Enorme grieta, de aproximadamen
te 30 metros de diametro
dtametro y una
una
profundidad que se ealeula en 90
metros, es motivo de alarma- enen·
tre los pobladores de este lugar.
Iugar,
Las autoridades municipales y
tecnleos
tecnteos de la Comisi6n del Papa·
Papaloapan y de PEMEX se disponen
a iniciar estudios en el interior de
la grieta, la eual se hizo
hlzo debido aI
sismo del 28 del mes de agosto
proximo pasado.
El senor
seflor M
M a x imiliano Virgen
GOmez, Iere
jefe de la zona ejidal
ejldal del
lugar sefla16
senalo hoy a la CGV
CGV que la
enorme grieta se "trag6',
"trage" parte de
una pareela s em b r ada de cafla
una
propiedad del sef10r
senor Rosalino Ro·
Rosado.
vistA g r ego que unge6logo visi·
tante les manifest6 que era postposl.
ble
bie que esa tierra "tepetatosa" a
unos 50 metros de p r ofundidad
eorriera
corriera unrlo subterraneo, que
se descubri6 om el asentamiento
de
de tWTa.
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TRIP REPORTS
Date: Christmas-New Year's vacation 1968-69
Destination: Aquism6n, southern San Luis Potosi, W into Queretaro
Persons: Jerry Broadus, Bill Calvert, Bill Russell
Reported by: Bill Russell
This trip was planned to investigate the area just NE of S6tano de las Golondrinas and then to
travel W through Tansosob to Rancho Nuevo at the N end of the La Parada solution valley. From
NW
Rancho Nuevo we hoped to follow the La Parada valley through La Parada and up into the NW
part of the high area (above 2000 m) between Xilitla and Aquism6n.
We left Aquism6n after obtaining a letter of permission and followed the Tamapatz trail to the
We
fIrst
first pass (Puerto Tampate) and then turned N along the valley between the Sierra de Aquism6n
to the E and the Sierra de Linja to the W.
W. We followed this valley N for several miles past Rancho
Bocate but no caves or pits were reported in this area. After several hours we crossed the steep
pass (Puerto Tanchanmul) across the Sierra de Linja and followed the trail down to Rancho de
Linja. About 3 km W of Rancho de Linja and about 3 m S of the trail to Tansosob is Cueva del
Agua. This horizontal cave is about 100 m long, from 2 to 3 m high and 3 to 10m wide, except
where a passage leads left for about 10m just past the entrance. The cave contains only small
pools of water. From this cave we continued W to Cueva de San Rafael just N of the village of
San Rafael, about 3 km N of S6tano de las Golondrinas. Cueva de San Rafael had been located
on a previous trip but had been explored for only a few meters. A small valley leads down the
mountain to the cave, which apparently takes much floodwater. The entrance sink is easily climbed
and from the bottom a crawlway 1 m high and 1.2 m wide extends for about 100 m to a climbable
5 m drop. From this drop a narrow slot leads 17 m to a 2 m drop to the lip of a pit about 13 m
deep, immediately followed by another pit about as deep. These last two pits were not climbable
and were not entered.
After cooking dinner we walked down to Tansosob and the town officials offered to let us
camp in the municipal storeroom. We
We accepted their offer and next morning left Tansosob, S.L.P.,
for Rancho Nuevo, Qro. At Rancho Nuevo we were told of two caves, not large, one in town and
We decided to go to the larger. One
the other, thought to be the largest, about a mile N of town. We
of the local people took us to the entrance, a brush-covered crawlway at the base of a low, rocky
hill in the center of the otherwise flat valley. The cave is about 35 m long, mostly a crawlway with
several domes and contains numerous ants, and so was named Cueva de las Hormigas. After visiting
the cave, the local guide decided the cave in town was larger after all. We
We rejoined the main La.
Parada-Rancho Nuevo trail at Rancho Esperanza. About 2 km N of Rancho Esperanza we located
We had heard of a large cave near a
a 17 m pit, apparently a dead end, just to the W of the trail. We
weirdly eroded cliff called Pena Borrada, just W of Rancho de Clavo. Treasure (from bandits) was
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supposedly hidden in the cave,
cave, but when we arrived at Rancho de Clavo,
Clavo, we could find no one
who knew of the exact location of the cave,
cave, as all the men were in the fields working, so we continued N along the valley.
Near Rancho Nuevo the valley is almost tropical, with banana trees mixed with varied hardwoods.
North along the apparently flat valley floor are oak woods which finally give
fields.
give way to cleared fields.
Then past La Parada the valley contains large pine trees. The flat pine-covered valley floor surrounded
by high wooded mountains creates an impression of one's own private Yosemite. As
As we left La
Parada we passed a man carrying water home. He asked us where we were going and we told him we
hoped to climb Cerro San Juan and look for caves.
caves. This seemed more interesting than domestic
message to his wife we gained Emiliano Rubio as a new member
life so after his delivering a brief message
of our group. He had a friend who lived
lived in Rancho San Juan, about 8 km nearer the high peak and
he suggested we stay at his friend's house, so as the sun set we walked along the valley, and when
we reached Rancho San Juan it was dark. Emiliano's friend wanted us to stay in his house, which
already held a large family and several animals. We were offered the beds, but we insisted on using
our camping equipment and after much persuasion camped outside.
The topographic map (Valles sheet: Mexico 1: 100,000) indicates the La Parada valley ends just
S of La Parada against the Xilitla high area. In reality the valley turns Wand opens to the W toward
Tancoyol, gaining at most only a few meters in elevation. From this E-W extension of the La
Parada valley, a wide valley
valley extends S to Rancho San Juan at the base of the high area.
The next morning Emiliano's friend, Francisco Roja, joined us and we started up the mountain,
Cerro San Juan, about 6.5 km away and two or three thousand meters higher than Rancho San
Juan. About 2 km S of the spring, Nacimiento de San Juan, we passed a s6tano a few meters W of
the trail, just N of the large cliff called Pefia Blanca. Named by our guides for the palm-like vegetation around the entrance, S6tano de las Palmas appeared to be about 5 m deep. About 11:00
11 :00 we
voices hailing us from higher up the mountain. The voices were almost unintelligible, but
heard voices
Emiliano and Francisco apparently understood, and answered that we were coming with carbide
lights. We
We left the trail and zig-zagged up through thick brush and karren, finally reaching two
cave. They wanted us to go in and get the javelina.
hunters who had trapped a javelina in a small cave.
The cave
cave was narrow, but I squeezed in and finally located the pig.
pig. Then those outside passed me
a noose on the end of a rope, but it wouldn't catch on the pig's head, which tapered forward.
The javelina was
was just beyond and slightly below two horizontal slabs of rock less than a foot
apart, but one of the hunters managed to squeeze in and with difficulty we maneuvered his .22
so that the end of the barrel was between the pig's eyes. Unfortunately the first shot, even
though delivered
delivered from only two inches away, only made the pig mad, and it tried to get to us
with its jaws working furiously. The rifle was only a single
single shot and the bullets were outside,
but I managed to push the pig back with a stick brought in to push the noose over its pointed
was passed in. The next shot ended the pig problem, and after cleaning
head, while another bullet was
it we continued up the mountain, camping at a small spring just below the summit. The entire
day1s walk, lay below us, and other ranges stretched into the distance.
La Parada valley, a good day's
was shrouded in clouds and after waiting for several
several hours,
The next morning the mountain was
we decided it would probably rain and abandoned our attempt to check more of the Xilitla
high area. We returned to Rancho San Juan just ahead of the rain, and walked on to La Parada
in the rain, to spend New Year's night in the church storehouse. The next day we visited S6tano
el Fin, at the end of the long arroyo that runs from Cerro San Juan through Rancho San Juan,
along the valley past La Parada and into the small s6tano, where the Tamapatz trail leaves the
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valley. The entrance is only 0.8 m in diameter, but the pit enlarges into a series of domepits
dome pits
unc1imbable drop. From here we walked through the drizzle
leading downward to a 10m unc1imbable
and karst to Tamapatz, stopping by to visit a group from Southwest Texas College
College who were
We spent the night in Tamapatz, and the next day
exploring caves
caves in the Agua Amarga area. We
returned to Aquism6n and started back to Texas.

Date: February 1969
Destination: The Sierra de El Abra; aerial reconnaissance from G6mez Farfias, Tamps; through
Mante-Cd. Valles area S to Aquism6n, S.L.P.
the Cd. Mante-Cd.
Persons: Tom Albert, Dr. Richard Albert, Dr. Robert Mitchell, Tony Mollhagen, James Reddell,
Dr. Francis Rose, Bill
Bill Russell, Richard Smith
Bill Russell
Reported by: Bill
Dr. Mitchell had obtained a grant from the International Commission for Arid and Semiarid
Land Studies and the American Philosophical Society to investigate the blind fish of the Sierra
de El Abra region. The first problem was to get an idea of the distribution of the blind fish.
This involved locating all possible fish caves
caves over a wide area, and it was decided to use an initial aerial reconnaissance to locate the caves
caves with entrances visible
visible from the air. This aerial
gives the new caves
caves located on this trip
reconnaissance was quite successful. The following list gives
given was obtained on later trips.
from S to N. Some of the data given
Tarnufn or the RIo Santa Marfa).
Large cave entrance on the RIo Tampa6n (on some maps the RIo Tamufn
The entrance has a large stream flowing from it and is located about 2 km downstream from Cascada
de Tamul, a waterfall reportedly 105 m high (it looked to be about 40 m from the air) where the Rio
Galeanas (the downstream part of the RIo Gjo
Ojo Fdo)
Frfo) flows into the Rio Tampa6n.
Sinkhole about 300 m SW of the Hotel Taninul. Might not contain cave.
cave.
Possible cave
cave just above RR track between E end of Valles pass and Nacimiento del Rio Choy.
Cave with 2 entrances on crest of range by powerline that runs ENE from Valles. Reportedly
Cave
contains deep pit.
caves near Ventana JJabalf
Two new caves
abalf on the E face of the range. They are being mined for phosphates.
S6tano del Soyate, just off the road to Cueva Pinta, a 217 m pit to a large lake. Not visible from
the air.
Pit just S of Arroyo Yerbaniz W of Highway 85 at Rancho Rodeo (K 483.9).
S6tano del Japones, about 2 km W of Highway 85 at the end of Arroyo Japones, which crosses
passages not yet explored. Receives floodwater from
the highway at K 485. A complex series of passages
large area.
S6tano del Matepalma. In the same valley as S6tano de Yerbaniz. Takes some floodwater from
surrounding area. Not yet fully explored.
S6tano del Yerbaniz. About 400 m W of highway from K 488.4. Pit is at the end of Arroyo
Yerbaniz. Large
Large complex system about 137 m deep on several levels.
levels. Receives much floodwater.
Two apparently deep sinks on the top of the range, just W of the E face about 8 km N of
Ventana Jabalf.
cave on the E face of the El Abra S of Cueva La Ceiba.
New cave
Cueva de Tanchipa. About 16 km NE from Ponciano Arriaga (Rancho San Ricardo). The large
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entrance to this cave is located on the W slope of the range near a small church. Cave is reportedly
large.
Deep pit about 2 km N of Cueva de Tanchipa.
New cave mined for phosphates, reached by trail from road S of El Abra, Tamps. Cave is not
visible from the air, but road to cave is.
Two shallow (about 10m) sinks above the town of Quintero.
A pit in the karren about 2 km N of Bee Cave, SW G6mez Farias.
Persons wishing to visit these, or other unexplored caves located recently in the Sierra de El
Abra are urged to write the AMCS
AMCS for additional information, as the locations and descriptions
in this list are necessarily brief.

Date: Easter vacation 1969
Destination: Canyon of the Rfo Tampa6n, just S of Cd. Valles, S.L.P.
Persons: Joe Cepeda, Phyllis Della Croce, Donna Lovelace, Eugene Haydon, Bill
Bill and Carol
Russell.
Reported by: Bill Russell.
This trip was planned to visit caves
caves in the canyon of the Rio Tampa6n (or Tamuin)
Tamufn) also called
the Santa Maria upstream) and then to walk across the Tanchachin
Tanchachfn valley into the next canyon
and visit the large cave downstream from the Cascada de Tamul. The group waded upstream to
the Puente de Dios, a large natural bridge of travertine where the river flows underground for
about 200 m. The surface of the bridge is only about 3 m above water level, and the stream siphons beneath it. Above the bridge the river is deep and we climbed along the rocky S bank and
camped near the first rapids above the bridge. The next day progress was so slow that we decided to return. We
We camped the next night just above the natural bridge after building a log
raft and floating back down the river. Next morning, Eugene Haydon and Bill and Carol Russell
visited Cueva de los Patos, located at water level just inside the entrance to the canyon on the
N side of the river. The cave is a tube averaging about 3 m in diameter, and was explored for
about 135 m. The cave continued, but we returned to the truck and drove N of Mante to the
W) crosses the Sierra
Canon de Servilleta, where the Rfo Comandante (called Rio Boquilla to the W)
de El Abra (called the Sierra de Cucharas near Mante). On the N side of the canyon near where
it leaves
leaves the mountains is Cueva de Riachuelo, visited by Eugene Haydon, Joe Cepeda, and Bill
Russell, which we found to be about 100 m long and from 3 to 7 m high. The cave is dry and
has been mined for phosphates. A few hundred meters N of the canyon is the large spring,
Nacimiento de Riachuelo. After leaving the cave and spring, we returned to Austin.

Date: 14-23 May 1972
Destination: Valle de los Fantasmas, San Luis Potosf
Persons: Bill Elliott, Pam Lynn, Mike McEachern, Ron Ralph
Reported by: Bill Elliott
14 May 1972. The four of us left Austin at 1:00 AM
AM and drove to Laredo before dawn. By
9 :00 PM
PM we were eating in San Luis Potosf, and by 12: 30 AM
AM we were camped just south of San
Francisco, about 40 km E of San Luis Potosi, in the Valle de los Fantasmas area (elevation about
2700 m).
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15 May 1972. We
We continued S from San Francisco on a dirt road 20 km to Cueva de la Puente.
About 16 km S of San Francisco is a pumphouse which pumps water over the range to Mina de
caves are reported to be in that area. We
las Cuevas, a fluorite operation near Zaragoza. Many caves
We visivisited a small, open-pit fluorite mine (Mina de las Juanitas de la Fluorita) just E of the main road 17
km S of San Francisco. We
We reached the La Puente dolina about 2:00 PM.
PM. Cueva de la Puente is a
large cave which was surveyed to 2335 m in 1968 by the Southwest Texas University Grotto. It
is formed in metamorphosed limestone. The dolina is actually a north-south limestone valley which
is blocked at the south end by a volcanic bridge (La Puente). The cave drains the entire dolina,
We entered the upper entrance
which is about 1 km long, 1.5 km wide, and about 100 m deep. We
of the cave
cave at 2:30 PM
PM and collected the cave
cave life and photographed along the way. About 570 m
inside the entrance Ron and I explored an unmapped fissure to the right for about 300 m. This
fissure is the source of a small stream which flows into the main passage and toward the back of
the cave. The fissure is very narrow and one must chimney along slippery ledges until it ends in
a breakdown room.
The cave is very interesting hydrologically and mineralogically. Great streaks of red and yellow
are frequently seen in the walls and ceiling. The floor is covered with limestone, lava,
lava, and serpentine cobbles, and, frequently, sand. When we came to the main stream source, which enters from
a passage
passage on the left, we followed it upstream for several hundred ft over thundering cascades
and through blue-green pools. We
We saw many wooden survey stakes in the main passage
passage leading
to the main stream. We
We later learned from one of the local men that fluorite miners were thinking
Having explored about 2000 m of the cave, and
of pumping the water out for mining operations. Having
having collected mites, beetles, spiders, giant water bugs, caddis fly numphs, snails, and dragonfly
cave at 8:00 PM
PM and camped at La Puente.
larvae, we left the cave
16 May 1972. We
We again entered the cave, but this time through the lower, larger entrance,
which we photographed. Pam returned to camp to sew her chest harness. We
We went to the main
stream source at the back of the cave and photographed the cascades and stream passage.
passage. We
We located the beautiful shield formation at the top of a slope and photographed it. It is a very transWe followed the stream 70 to 100 m to a big logjam, which was a good collecting
lucent white. We
place. Beautiful bell-rope fungi were on the logs and we photographed them. I later discovered
that my flash synch was out of adjustment, so I lost many shots. We
We continued collecting on
the way out and got a bat (probably Artibeus jamaicensis) from a small colony near the upper
entrance. This is the only known bat cave in the Valle de los Fantasmas area, probably because
0
-71 OF compared to a typical 54°-63° F). This
cave is much warmer than the others (70 0-71
the cave
might be because of "hang-over heat" from volcanism. We
We camped in the dolina that night.
17 May 1972. On the way back to San Francisco we checked out a dirt and sawdust-filled
sink, and another dirt-filled sink to no avail.
avail. The area is well-karsted. Just S of San Francisco
we took a look at S6tano de Puerto de los Lobos, a 207 m pit which Joe Sumbera, Duane Faith,
We picked up some supplies at the store in San
Jim McIntire and I explored in September 1968. We
Francisco and found a note from Bob Mitchell, who had been through on his way to Valles with
Francis Abernethy and Dub Rhodes. Just uphill and S of town, Mike and I entered S6tano de
San Francisco no. 2 with inner tubes. Dave
Dave Honea and I began mapping this 50 m pit in January
1970 until we hit a water passage.
passage. After losing a hunk of my beard to my brake bars (a definite
hazard), I rappelled into the 54°F water, paddled 8 m, turned a corner to the left, and found
that the cave ended quickly in a mud bank. After collecting many water striders and harvestmen,
cave. We
We camped in a
taking a few compass bearings, and making a few sketches, we left the cave.
dirt-filled sink near San Francisco that night.
18 May 1972. Pam, Ron, and I picked up a local man who agreed to guide us to Cueva de
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Cinquenta y Ocho. We
We drove 4 km S of San Francisco to the village
village of Cinquenta y Ocho and
hiked up a valley to the west for about 1/2 hour to the small entrance of the cave
cave high on the
south valley wall.
wall. The cave
cave is about 115 m long, 3 m wide, and 5 m high. The air temperature
is 58° at the back. We
We collected spiders, crickets, and beetles in the back and mapped out. We
We
PM and ate. Mike, Pam, and I then drove W of San Francisco about
returned to camp at 4:00 PM
4 km and up a cobblestone road leading to a microwave tower to get to Cueva de los Caballos,
We collected in the large entrance room (which is somewhich I had visited three years before. We
times used to corral horses) and in the 35 m crawlway leading off from the south end of the
room. A low room in the back yielded spiders, crickets, and a campodeid dipluran. The air
temperature was 62°F. We returned to camp for the night.
We walked down to S6tano de San Francisco, which is in town. This impress19 May 1972. We
ive
ive 5 m diameter shaft usually takes a small surface stream, which was dry this day. John Fish
entered this pit in 1968 but was not able to see much because the waterfall put out his light.
Ron and Mike entered with inner tubes and mapping gear while Pam and I waited on top with
a measuring wire. The entrance measured 112 m deep. They returned two or three hours later
ready for a bath. The surface stream apparently serves as the local sewer system and the bottom
of the entrance is a grotesque cesspool that one has to paddle through. They mapped 23 m
through the 5 m wide cesspool-passage
cesspool-passage to the bottom of a 2 m drop, then 7 m over dry ground
to a 13 m long pool which ends at the top of a deep pit. Rocks were dropped into the pit and
ofrope.
rope. This
took 7 to 9 seconds to hit bottom (180 to 270 m). They turned back due to lack of
pit could lead to an extensive system, but the cave
cave will be unpleasant to explore unless it has
recently been douched out by heavy rains. Wet suits will definitely be in order (the two pools
Mike received a well-earned bath. After a meal, we drove 2 km
were 58°F and 59°F). Ron and Mike
We drove past a "cal" (cooking
W to Valle de los Fantasmas and turned N on a dirt road. We
lime) plant and northward for 3 km and then camped.
We continued N for 2 more km, led by some children to a cave on the west
20 May 1972. We
side of a large pond. The kids didn't have a name for it, so we agreed to call it "Cueva de la
Laguna." The 6 m wide, 2 to 3 m high entrance leads into a 13 m long,S to 7 m wide room,
passage continued for about
then under a natural bridge to a room about 10m square. The passage
10 m to a crawlway which goes up and to the left for 5 to 6 m. About 37 m of the cave
cave was
mapped. The air temperature was 63°F. We spent an hour collecting crickets and large Ctenus
spiders, then left. The road probably continues N and may lead to better cave
cave country. We
We
drove E to Rio Verde, then S to Ayutla, where we camped by the river.
21 May 1972. We
We drove to Xilitla, where we peered into S6tano de San Antonio, toured
the market, and photographed the sprawling grounds of the surrealistic"Aldous Huxley"
We drove on to Valles and spent the night at the caver house on Calle
house just N of town. We
Boca Negra.
22 May 1972. After settling accounts, Mike and I left for Austin, leaving Ron and Pam to go
on the S6tano del Buque expedition. We
We returned to Austin by the next morning.

Date: 10-22 June 1972
Destination: Durango and Chihuahua
Persons: Ed Alexander, William
William Elliott, Carl Kunath, Angie McLaughlin, and James Reddell
Reported by: James Reddell
PM and
10 June 1972. Bill Elliott, Carl Kunath, and James Reddell left Austin about 3:30 PM
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drove to 15 km S of Cuatrocienegas and camped.
11
11 June 1972. We drove directly to Cueva del Diablo, 4 km W of Sala!ces,
Salafces, Chihuahua, where
we were to meet Terry Raines, Ron Ralph, and Jan Lewis.
Lewis. Since they failed to appear, we encave and began to map. A crawl leads out of the bottom of the large entrance sink
tered the cave
and extends back a short distance to a walking passage.
passage. This passage
passage branches, with one way
extending as a long, unexplored crawl, and the other dropping steeply down and eventually
intersecting a deep unentered pit over which a ladder has been placed. After about 30 m more
We mapped back to the beginning of the maze before leaving
a complex maze is encountered. We
the cave and camping. During the night a violent thunderstorm kept us from getting much sleep.
12 June
June 1972. We continued the map of Cueva del Diablo, surveying all right-hand passages.
passages.
After a few hundred ft, a steel ladder about 7 m tall must be climbed. This was climbed and we
began the survey of a fantastic complexity of rooms and crawls, but realizing the enormity of
the job, we gave
gave up and returned to the bottom of the ladder and surveyed down the next
passage.
passage. We
We finished the survey of a small section of maze, Carl made some photographs, and
we left. The cave is very warm (up to 74°F) and surveying or any activity is a real drudgery. A
total of 410 m (true horizontal distance) was surveyed and a depth of 54 m reached, but much
remains to be surveyed. We
We went into Jimenez for a part for Elliott's fuel pump, did a little cave
hunting, and then camped back at the cave entrance.
13 June 1972. Ed Alexander and Angie McLaughlin drove up and Ed and I went into the
cave
cave to take some temperatures. We
We then drove S towards Gomez Palacio. The recent rains had
caused heavy flooding along the road and many cars were stranded in the low water crossings.
crossings.
We drove on to Mapimf, then Wand S to Rancho Descubridora. Cueva de la Siquita is reached
by a now-abandoned mining road to its entrance and it is possible to drive to within a short
distance of the entrance. This was an area of heavy mining activity and the cave itself was
mined for phosphates. Ed and Bill
Bill went into the cave,
cave, which is a large sink entrance on the
hillside dropping at a 55° angle to a depth of 64 m. They explored the cave
cave and exited after
about 3 hrs, reporting the discovery of blind amphipods in a pool.
14 June
June 1972. We camped below the entrance and in the morning Bill,
Bill, Ed, and I went into
the cave, mapped it (332 m long THD, 86 m deep), and made a collection. The most exciting
find was some troglobitic amphipods of the genus Mexiweckelia. This is the second species of
blind amphipods from caves in Mexico, and the only aquatic species of any cave animal from
passage about 25 m high with about 10m of fill removed
western Mexico. The cave is a fissure passage
from the original cave floor. At the end of the fissure a large bat room is encountered, with no
significant leads from it. The water temperature was 78°F and the air temperature ranged from
73°F to 82°F. We
We spent 7 hrs in the cave mapping and collecting. The entrance pit is very
attractive and requires a minimum of actual prusiking. We drove to Mapimf (after looking
around the old mining town and checking out a test pit) and then south of town and camped.
15 June 1972. We arose fairly early and made the very pleasant hike up a spectacular canyon (about a 330 m climb) to Cueva de los Riscos.
Riscos. A small entrance opens immediately into
a large passage
passage about 330 m long and containing many large attractive columns and other formations. Several
Several 15-20 m deep pits in the floor of the room were unexplored due to lack of
equipment. Near the end a climb up over flowstone leads into a complex of small rooms and
Pits in which many blind animals were found. Of great interest is the only certainly troglobitic
Crypfocellus reddelli Gertsch. These are very rare but we were able to
ricinuleid in the world, Cryptocellus
find one adult and one immature specimen. We
We mapped 381 m (THD) and sketched in the last
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few rooms (about 70 m). The cave reaches a depth of only about 17 m at the back, but the pits
may lead to extensive lower levels.
levels. Carl took several photographs and then we hiked down and
drove to south of Torre6n and camped.
16 June 1972. Carl, Bill,
Bill, and I hiked up to Cueva del Guano near the town of Picardfas S of
Torre6n. We mapped from the large impressive entrance through a really grim bat passage,
passage, down
cave (76°-80°F)
a slope and into the first of several very interesting sloping rooms. The heat of the cave
passage saps one's energy and reis very oppressive and the ammonia, insects and bats in the bat passage
duces enthusiasm rapidly. Carl made a nice find when he discovered spider beetles in the guano.
These rare beetles are known from but a few localities in Mexico. We
We left the cave
cave and drove on
into Torre6n, where we tried to wash the stench off of us, got a good meal, and found what entertainment we could.
17 June 1972. The next morning we drove back to Cueva del Guano and Ed, Bill,
Bill, and I reentered the cave and mapped the remainder of it. A total of 600 m (THD) was surveyed in the
two days, and a depth of 44 m reached. The cave is very interesting speleologically and mineralogically and deserves a great deal of study. Anyone visiting it should be prepared for a miserable
is, incidentally, also notorious for being a harbor of histoplasmosis. It was
experience. The cave
cave is,
originally a phosphate mine, but many miners died and others were very sick shortly after mining
was shut down. From here we drove S to Lerdo and camped.
began, so it was
We drove on to Nazas and then on a dirt road to San Luis de Cordero. Diffi18 June 1972. We
culties in finding the cave and with local people, combined with the lateness of the day, convinced us it would be better to return another time, so we left. The cave (Cueva de los Riscos)
is reported to have been intersected by a mine shaft and to be quite pretty and very large, so
We washed clothes in the Rio Nazas, and drove on to near Emilio Carranit is worth a return visit. We
za and camped.
19 June 1972. We
We drove on E of Torre6n, where Ed's truck broke down just beyond Entroque
La Cuchilla and right in front of Cueva del Empalme. While
While Ed, Carl, and Bill
Bill went into town for
cave formed by
a part I ran into the cave
cave for a couple of hundred ft but found no life. It is a dry cave
the solution of a gypsum layer out of the surrounding limestone. We
We camped 16 km N of Entroque San Roberto after continuous trouble with Bill's fuel pump. It was a cold, miserable night
(36°F).
20 June 1972. We
We drove on to Matehuala and then to Real de Catorce. After replacing the
fuel pump, various Mexican maladies set in and Angie, Carl, and Bill were all sick. Real de Catorce
is an old mining town, which in the early 1900's had a population of 25,000 but now is reduced
to about 300. The town is reached by an old tunnel more than 2 km long through the mountainside. The ruins are very impressive and it is an exceptionally pleasant place. We
We camped at the
edge of town at an elevation of 3000 m.
21 June 1972. We
We spent some time looking around the town and asking about caves
caves (none in
Texas Caver for a map and report
the vicinity of the town itself; however, see the January 1973 Texas
on La Cueva-Mina del Real de Catorce by Mike Walsh). We
We drove down the mountain and back
to Matehuala where Ed and Angie
Angie left us to go on to Valles. We
We drove on from Entroque San RoPOlO de Gavilan
Gavih1n and then drove N of Linares and camped.
berto to Galeana were we looked at the POlO
We drove N to Cola del Caballo, where Carl and Bill
Bill looked at the waterfall. We
We
22 June 1972. We
then crossed at Falcon Dam and drove back to Austin.

Date: 7-14 July 1972
POlO de Gavilan and other points in Mexico
Destination: POlO
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Location: SMO,
SMO, etc.
Persons: Wayne Russell, Matt and Susie Farrar, Glenn Darilek, Steven Fleming, John Graves,
Scott Harden.
Reported by: Scott Harden
A few leads were checked on the mountainous road from Linares to Galeana. These proved to
be a dead-end shelter, a small unentered nacimiento and a cave directly under the road which
We continued to El Pozo and
contained vampire bats and a pit, but it wasn't fully explored. We
were truly impressed by the immense pit. Wayne brought his rubber raft and we toured the lake
at the bottom. That night Glenn defeated a local pachuco in a game of billiards.
After leaving
leaving the area the next morning and heading for Linares, Matt was driving on the
VW bus coming around the curve. The results were
wrong side of the road when he encountered a VW
minor (compared to what could have happened)-smashed fenders and impaired steering for the
VW. Matt paid his 200 peso fine and we departed. Stopping at Montemorelos, the others continued homeward while I headed south on a solo hitch-hiking journey.
The first people to pick me up were a Mexican in his mid-forties and his 13 yr old American
girlfriend. We
We spent the night and part of the next day at Nacimiento del Rio Frfo,
Fdo. Then went
Tajfn and
to Papantla where the guy is engaged in the cockfighting business. Saw the ruins of Tajin
spent a night in a fantastic hotel in Tecolutla. Hitched my way down the coast and to Perote,
where the 2nd class
class bus I was riding broke down. Here I lost $20 to an expert and well-skilled
thief. Spent the night in the bus station at Puebla, next morning decided to head home due to
lack of funds. Views of the big volcanoes (Popo, Ixta, Malinche) from Puebla are incredible.
Orizaba was obscured by clouds. At a Pemex station (which are the best places to hitch rides
in Mexico) I got a ride from a kindly nerd from Ohio who took me all the way to San Antonio.
The trip was somewhat disappointing because I had planned to visit Cacahuamilpa, Nevado
de Toluca, and other neat places. But a learned man said,"You
said, "You don't take the trip; the trip
takes you."

Date: 5-16 August 1972
Destination: Sierra de Tamaulipas and Sierra de El Abra
Messelier,
Persons: N. Bouillier, C. Chabert, T. Couderc, B. Dressler, B. Landrin, P. Lepallier, F. Messelier,
M.
M. Wajdenfeld, Bill
Bill Russell.
Russell.
M. Raimond, J. Sautereau, M.
Le 5 aout nous arrivons aAustin avec un mini-bus Volkswagen loue a San Antonio. Nous
discusrencontrons chez Terry Raines les principaux membres de l'A.M.C.S..
l' A.M.C.S.. Apres une nuit de discussion (sans vin rouge, ce qui pour nous est un exploit), Bill Russell decide de se joindre a nous.
Son aide sera tres precieuse. Sans luimous n'aurions jamais fait ce que nous avons fait. Le 6
Cave pour y prendi;e
prendee du materiel. Le
aout, nous arrivons au camp de Michel Siffre aMidnight Cave
7, nous dormons sur la route de Laredo. Le lendemain, apres avoir franchi la frontiere mexicaine, nous campons pres de Bustamante. Le 9, nous visitons la grotte: Gruta del Palmito. Ce
qui nous etonne, ce ne sont pas ses dimensions ni les tres belles stalagmites qu'elle contient
mais la chaleur qui y regne.
regne, Ce sont aussi nos premiers contacts avec une vegetation alaquelle
Ie campement
les speleologues europeens ne sont pas habitues. Le 10 au soir, nous etablissons le
11 est notre premiere journee d'expres du Rio de Jaumave dans la Sierra de Tamaulipas. Le 11
ploration au Mexique. Du Rancho Picacho environ 30 km de Ciudad Victoria, un berger nous
guide dans la canon de Fraile. Deux petites grottes sont explorees et topographiees: la Cueva
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de Fraile et la Cueva del Canon de Fraile. Dans la soiree,
soir~e, reconnaissance des S6tanos de Altes
Cumbres pres de la highway a 25 km de Ciudad Victoria. Le lendemain, un groupe continue
nO 1 et n"
nO 2. Un autre groupe
l'exploration et la topographie des S6tanos de Altes Cumbres n?
reconnait dans la Sierra, a une heure de marche du Rancho Picacho des gouffres sans importance.
Dans la soiree, une pointe rapide est effectuee a Hoya Verde, a 9 km de la highway. Les indigenes nous signalent trois s6tanos a 2 et 3 heures de marche de la et d'autres s6tanos haut dans
la montagne. Le 13, nous prenons la direction de G6mez Farfas. Bill
Bill nous conduit au S6tano
del Plan, dans le
Ie fond d'un polje, a 1,500 km du village. L'exploration et la topographie du
gouffre (-130m) seront terminees
termin~es le
Ie lendemain. Ce sera la plus importante cavite
cavit~ de notre campagne de reconnaissance.
Le IS, nous passons Ciudad Mante et profitons de la mise a sec du barrage pour visiter le
Ie
Nacimiento del Rfo Mante, tres impressionnante resurgence. Longue de 80 m environ, la cavite
est obstruee
obstru~e par des eboulis. Selon Bill,
Bill, le
Ie niveau des eaux a permis de gagner 30 m par rapport
aux visites precedentes. Le 16, nous prenons la route de Xilitla, Jalpan, Pinal de Amoles. Nous
Ie llano de San
voulons reconnaitre un karst de haute altitude, a 2,700 m environ. Situe dans le
Francisco mais malheureusement, ce sera pour nous la fin de notre campagne de reconnaissance:
Ie moteur de la VW rend l'ame.
le
s~jour sera passe a prendre contact avec
avec la Grupo Espeleologico Mexicano avec
Le reste du sejour
Ie resumidero du Rio San Jeronimo et surtout
lequel nous visiterons la Grotte de Cacahuamilpa, le
Ie tres beau site des Dos Bocas.
Bocas. La double percee des rfos San Jeronimo et Chontalcoatlcin
Chontalcoatlan est
le
un phenomene rare au monde. Les eaux en crue en rendaient a leatoire la visite.
De retour au Texas, apres la visite de la tres belle grotte de Midnight, nous topographierons
Cave et Hutto's Swallow Cave
Cave
deaux petites cavites decouvertes par Jacques Chabert: Abran Cave
Ie chemin de l'Europe.
avant de reprendre le

Date: 10-22 December 1972
Destination: Ayutla, Queretaro
Location: SMO
Persons: Doug Strait (Ga.), Anne Knox (Ga.), Bill
Bill Hom (Pa.), Marion O. Smith (Ga.), Jim W.
Gordon (Ga.), David
David Stidham (Tenn.), Ted Wilson
Wilson (Ind.), Jim Youmans (Ga.), Jack W. Hart
(Ga.), B.C.
B.C. "Tommy" Thompson (Ala.), David
David Teal (Ala.)
Reported by: Marion O. Smith
Night of December 10-11: People in three vehicles congregated at the bridge over the Rfo
Conca near Ayutla.
December 11: Plans fell
fell through to acquire burros to carry gear to Rancho de Barro so the
day was spent as a reorganization and rest day by some, and as a day of a "breaking-in" walk by
others. Wilson, Stidham, Strait, Hom, Knox, Smith, and Gordon spent 3.5 hrs walking on the
mountain north of the village of La Purisma searching in vain for two reported pits.
December 12: A guide and seven
seven burros were obtained and the hike was made to Rancho de
Barro. Permission was given
given by Judge Gregorio Gonzalez's son Guadalupe to camp in the school
and schoolyard. Arrangements were made with him for pack animals to take the gear up to El
S6tano.
11 :30 AM
December 13: The last leg of the journey to El S6tano was made by 11:30
AM and the pit
was rigged
18 I-footer done by the
rigged a couple of hours later. The drop rigged
rigged was probably the 1,
1,18I-footer
Texans on the first descent. Three people did the drop: Smith, Teal, and Thompson.
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December 14: Ten descents and ascents of El S6tano were made in this order: Horn, Youmans, Stidham, Gordon, Wilson, Knox, Strait, Hart, Thompson (2nd descent), and Smith (2nd
descent). Teal, Thompson, and Smith earlier searched unsuccessfully for Craig Bittinger's deep
crack in rocky brush near the campground, finding a 4 m deep, 3 m long "cave" with a mummified cow at one end and hundreds of black grandaddy longlegs-type spiders at the other. At
1:30 PM
PM it was noted that the temperature at the top of El S6tano was 87° F.
foggy. De-rigging
December 15: It drizzled rain in the morning and was generally cold and foggy.
El S6tano was
was greatly delayed because the rope got snagged
snagged around a tree on the bottom. Strait
PM the pit was de-rigged
de-rigged and
made the descent (2nd descent) and untangled it. Finally by 3 PM
camp broken. Gonzalez arrived with the burros and the group returned to Rancho de Barro.
PM the temperature at camp was 38°F.
At 3:30 PM
December 16: All members of the group returned to Ayutla. Gordon, Wilson,
Wilson, Knox, Thompson, Teal, and Strait stayed with the burros and went over the mountain pass.
pass. The rest made an
caves along the
interesting walk through Canyon de Ayutla, "checking" a couple of horizontal caves
way. Camp was again made at the bridge. The total cost for guides and animals was 6 I4 pesos
(230 at Barro and 384 at Ayutla).
December 17: Operations were shifted to the Ahuacatlan (Queretaro) area. Dr. John P.
available in AhuaSevenair of Louisiana was added to the group near Jalpan. No burros were available
catlan so it was decided to physically carry the 1500 ft Bluewater rope up the mountain along
with full backpacks. In time there were three groups instead of just one. Thompson, Youmans,
Hart, Wilson, Stidham, Strait, and Horn got ahead with the rope. Not understanding that they
were supposed to turn to the right once the mountain top was reached, they carried the rope
down the other side of the mountain and an hour's walk past the village
village of Guilotla before realizing their mistake. They turned around and spent the night in the schoolhouse at Guilotla.
Gordon, Teal, Knox, and Smith spent the night in one two-man tent next to the large dolina
near Sotanito de Ahuacatlan, and Dr. Sevenair spent the night by himself down on the main
trail.
December 18: The group re-united and by 3 PM
rigged the Sotanito. Then three two-man
PM rigged
teams took their turns bottoming the 946 ft tube-like second drop: Hart and Youmans,
Stidman and Thompson, and Wilson
Wilson and Smith. The rest set up camp next to the entrance.
The last person was out of the pit by 3:30 AM.
December 19: David
David Teal bottomed the Sotanito early in the morning and by 11
11 AM
AM he,
Youmans, Thompson, and Hart left for Aquism6n. During the afternoon the Sotanito was
de-rigged and the 1500 ft rope was hauled to 420 ft S6tano de Aguila.
Aguila. Strait, Horn, Knox,
PM returned to camp. Since
Sevenair,
Sevenair, Smith, Stidham, and Wilson
Wilson made the drop and by 6: 15 PM
food and water were almost exhausted it was decided that if any other pits were to be done in
the area it had to be that night. So at 7:30 PM,
PM, after supper, the rope was transported around
the large dolina to Macho del Rey where Smith, Strait, Stidham, and Horn did the 300 ft and
348 ft drops, and Knox did the 300 ft drop. A weary crew returned to camp at 3:45 AM.
December 20: The group lugged
lugged the rope and all other equipment off the mountain and rereturned to Ahuacatlan. There, after a much-needed meal, the group dispersed for hotels in
Valles. Along the way Smith and Stidham did roadside 376 ft S6tano de Pozo, and
Ciudad Valles.
most of the others washed in the RIO Huichihuayan near Xilitla. That night many of the group
ate at the La Condesa in Valles
Valles where Texas cavers
cavers Neal Morris and Barbara Vinson, and
F.R.O.G. (S. Ala.) caver Ken Branson happened to be. They had just returned from the El
Abra where they had located an estimated 600 ft pit, S6tano de los Coatimundis. Meanwhile
Youmans and crew hiked to S6tano de las Golondrinas.
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December 21: More Texans (Dr. Stanley, Steven, and Craig Bittinger and others) were met
in the La Condesa at breakfast. They soon left to check out a pit near La Florida. Wilson returned south by bus to the Xilitla turnoff to meet his wife ; Youmans and crew did Golondrinas, and the rest headed north.
December 22: Strait, Knox, Horn, and Sevenair visited Cueva del Abra and Grutas de
Quintero south of Mante; Smith, Gordon, and Stidham visited Pozo de Gavilan near Galeana;
and Hart, Youmans, Thompson, and Teal walked back to Aquism6n. Then all but Dr. SeveSevenair returned to the States.

Date: 14 December 1972 - 5 January 1973
Destination: Cd. Valles, San Luis Potosi
Location: SMO
SMO
Persons: Neal Morris, Barbara Vinson, Kenny Branson
Reported by: Neal Morris
Kingsville, Texas, by bus one evening, crossed the border at Reynosa,
Barb, Kenny and I left Kingsville,
Tamaulipas, and continued by bus to Ponciana Arriaga, San Luis Potosi, where we arrived at
noon the next day. From there we hitched a ride back down the road a few miles to Guajolote
Corral. After eating lunch in the shivering cold, we stashed our excess gear in the jungle near
We carried
the corral and started a seven hour hike to the top of the El Abra mountain range. We
600 ft of rope, food and water for five
five days, and all of our sleeping gear up to Cueva de Tanchipa where we set up base camp under the overhanging cliff of the entrance sink. Our main
objective was to reach two big pits which had been spotted from the air to the north of Tanchipa.
The next morning we were elated by the appearance of six coatimundi. Soon we started
down the trail with our caving gear. Just above Cueva de Tanchipa the trail reaches the crest
of the range and winds through the wreckage of a Mexican airliner. A simple aluminumroofed chapel and several crosses mark the site of the crash. The trail continues through the
Chapel and turns north along the crest of the range. Only a few weeks earlier on a preThanksgiving trip, we had chopped on compass bearings from the Chapel in search of several
deep pits that had been spotted from the air and located on aerial photographs. On that trip
we were only able to cut a path less than halfway to the pits, but we did chance across one
deep small-diameter s6tano. With our 600-ft rope, we rigged this pit which we named S6tano
de los Coatimundis. The rope did not reach bottom.
The next day we were confined to the Tanchipa sink by cold and rainy weather. We
We resigned ourselves to domestic activities including the building of a hearth and the cleaning out
of a large flat sleeping area for larger groups of cavers later to come.
The next day we again stopped at S6tano de los Coatimundis. Just a few feet from Coatimundi on the other side of the trail was another deep pit. It later proved to be a second
entrance to Coatimundi. In the same area we found a dozen small pits of less than a hundred
feet in depth. Continuing to the end of the trail that we had chopped on the last trip, we
started chopping northward again toward the big pits. Our first landmark was a large sink or
valley which we crossed. At the bottom of it we found a short gulley which led into a cave
entrance. Kenny explored a short distance through breakdown crawls and reported no good
leads. Continuing our chop down the range, it was late afternoon when reached the edge of the
Star-shaped depression a tremendous solution valley. From William
William Russell's aerial recon trip and
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the air photos, we knew that the big pits were somewhere on the northwestern flanks of the valley.
We
We descended into the Star-shaped depression following a creek bed across it to the opposite wall
which we climbed. Then following that wall to the west we knew that the pits lay just ahead of
us. Unfortunately, it had gotten dark, and we were several miles from camp with our water supplies used up. With two carbide lights between the three of us, it was a slow return trip trying to
follow our rough cut path through the dark jungle. The only water that we had seen on top of
the El Abra was in a small pool in the Star-shaped depression creek bed from recent rains. Kenny
collected some in an empty>water jug and boiled it back at camp that night so we would at least
have some water for the mke down to the highway the next day. Since we would be coming back
in two weeks for further exploration, we decided to leave the 600 ft of rope stashed in Tanchipa.
We
We woke late the next morning, packed up and started down the mountain for water, the highway, food, and civilization in that order. At the highway, we flagged
flagged down a bus and rode into
Valles where we got a hotel room and a good hot meal.
Leaving Valles, we stopped at
A couple of days later we joined up with the Bittinger group. Leaving
Media Luna for a swim and then drove on to Conca, Queretaro which is near the Ayutla-El S6tano
area. Our group consisted of Dr. Stan Bittinger, Craig
Craig Bittinger, Steve Bittinger, David
David Kern, Kirt
{Kern, Robert Rhoades, Vict6:'H. Benalcazar, Kenny, Barbara and I. The destination was La Florida, a little town high in the mountains which Craig Bittinger, John Greer, and Clark Lillie had
once hiked through. They reported good relations and a high density of pits in the area.
The next morning our group hired a guide with two machos to take us to La Florida. It was a
long, steep hike. During his previous stay in La Florida, Craig became friends with the priest who
Craig, John, and Clark to stay in the church compound. Through Craig, our group
permitted Craig,
was able to set up base camp in a fairly large church storeroom. Kenny and Craig explored several
nice pits only a few hundred feet from the church that evening.
I was sick for the next few days and stayed in the church while the rest of the group went
caving.
caving. Another group of cavers arrived which included Pete Strickland, Logan McNatt, Roy
Jameson, Preston Forsythe, Jay Jordan, and Judy Williams which made our group total sixteen
people. The priest really made us feel welcome and extended himself even to feeding us all supper one evening. Lots of hiking and caving
caving was done in those few days. The most impressive pit
explored was S6tano de Conrado, 520 ft deep. Cudisia, Cueva de Santo Domingo, and numerous
other pits were explored within a radius of several miles around La Florida. This was strictly a
reconaissance trip to see what was in the area, and no surveying was done. However, we did get
village which was quite an experience. The only
to celebrate Christmas eve with the people of the village
source of electricity in La Florida was a broken generator that Dave and Victor tried unsuccessfully to fix. Out of friendship and a desire to improve the relations with the people, they finally
agreed to take the generator back to Texas and have it fixed for the priest.
On the fifth day most of the group hiked down the mountain to Conca and went in Peter's
A&I cavers to explore S6tano de Vasquez.
truck to Ocampo, Tamaulipas, where they met the A&I
VW bus over to Ayutla where our group would emerge
On their way out they drove the Bittinger VW
from the mountains in a couple of days. Dr. Bittinger, Dave, Kirt, Bob, Victor, Barb, and I hiked
across the mountains from La Florida to El Rancho Barro leaving Logan (who was sick) and
Judy at the church. They would go down to Conca with the generator and meet us there in a
few days. That night our group spent the night in the schoolhouse at El Rancho Barro after
making arrangements for a guide to take us up to El S6tano the next morning.
El S6tano was certainly worth seeing even though we didn't have the time or the rope necessary to enter it. By mid-afternoon our guide had left us in the Rio Ayutla canyon and told us
it was only a few hours hike to Ayutla. We
We had a great time hiking until it got dark on us. Then
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we found ourselves fording a fairly swift current in the river, quite lost. It was only by luck
that we found the right trail and made it safely into Ayutla to the VW
VW bus that night. Then we
drove to Conca and camped.
The next morning we picked up Logan, Judy, and the generator in town and drove back to
Valles.
Valles. Barbara, Logan, and I stayed in the vicinity while Dr. Bittinger's group continued back
to Texas with the La Florida generator which was later fixed and returned at great expense.
Eventually Pete Strickland, Paul Duncan, and Ronnie Fieseler arrived in their trucks with a
hoard of cavers from Ocampo. On January 1, we all headed to Guajolote Corral to make the
hike up to Cueva de Tanchipa. Where
Where before we had to walk from the highway all the way to
the mountain and then up to the cave, the trucks now carried us more than half of this disdistance making the hike much shorter. The first night, 16 cavers slept at the base camp in Tanchipa,
chipa. The group included Paul Duncan, Craig Bittinger, Jim Clements, Ronnie Fieseler, Roy
Jameson, Pete Strickland, Steve Bittinger, Logan McNatt, Frank Binney, Ted Wilson,
Wilson, Paul Johnson, Brian Boles,
Boles, Tom Albert, Ernie Garza, Barbara Vinson, and myself. Unfortunately, the
We carried up
600 ft ofrope that Kenny and I had left two weeks earlier had been stolen. We
slightly over 700 ft of rope this trip which luckily proved to be enough.
On the first day of exploration, we split into three groups. The first group explored S6tano
de los Coatimundis down to an estimated depth of 720 ft. Frank and Pete made it to the bottom
over four knots, but it was not surveyed. The second entrance to Coatimundi was entered by
Roy who estimated that it connected into the main shaft at the 250 ft level.
level. This group explored several smaller pits in the area. The second group which included Ronnie, Paul Johnson,
Paul Duncan, and Jim Clements started a new trail which headed east from Coatimundi. They
chopped all day and finally located a steep-walled depression with a small cave at the bottom
which they named Cueva de las Piedras Amarillas. The third group, which consisted of Craig,
Ted, Barb, and I, hiked to the Star-shaped Depression and continued the trail toward the big
pits. After only a few hundred feet of chopping we found the first pit, S6tano de la Estrella.
We continued the trail in search of the second big pit, S6tano de la Cuesta, but missed it by
We
several hundred feet as our directions were off. While
While we were spread out searching the jungle
we found a small cave where the Indians had apparently mined calcite crystals from the walls.
walls.
Inside were two old log ladders, and around the entrance they had built a stone wall which was
still keeping debris from washing into the cave. This we named it Cueva de la Cerca. Down at the
trucks that day someone broke into Pete's truck through a window, stealing a Nikon camera
and a walkie talkie. It was probably the same Mexican who stole the rope from Tanchipa.
The next day S6tano de la Estrella was entered and mapped by Paul Duncan, Craig, Barb,
Ted, Frank, Jim, and myself. The entrance drop was 201ft. There were over a thousand feet
of large decorated passage
passage at the bottom which contained a skylight. A few hundred feet back
was descended to an estimated depth of 270 ft and sketched
down the trail, S6tano de la Pipa was
by Frank. The rest of the group had gone off down the trail to search for S6tano de la Cuesta
which we had been unable to find the day before. Steve, Pete, Roy, Logan, and Tom spread
out into the jungle in order to cover more area. Towards the end of the day, Tom Albert
finally found the pit. Then the group connected a path from the pit back to the main trail.
The pit was deep and black and rocks were timed at six seconds free drop.
Each day more people returned to the trucks and headed for Texas until on the fourth day
was left at the bottom of the mountain and there were ten cavers left at
only Peter's truck was
the Tanchipa base camp. That morning eight of us carried all of the rope ann caving gear
north down the range to S6tano de la Cuesta. The entrance was about 60 ft in diameter with
We rigged
a small natural bridge at one end. We
rigged the rope off the back side of the natural bridge

v.
v. IV no. 2

61
61

through an opening about 8 ft across and 30 ft long. The drop was 572 ft of free rappel. Instead of belling out, 15 ft below the rig point the ceiling of the room we were rappelling into
cut away for hundreds of feet in three directions. The room was over a thousand feet long
several hundred feet of relief. Roy, Logan, and I began surand three hundred feet wide with several
We
veying at once upon reaching the bottom and divided it up into six sections or loops. We
were assisted by Barb, Ted, Frank, Ernie, and Peter. The total depth of the cave was 712 ft.
We
We finished surveying in the early morning hours, pulled out the ropes and returned to Tanchipa after a 20 hour trip. It was a long return hike that night through hungry army ants.
The next morning Steve and Tom, who had stayed in Tanchipa the day before, questioned us
about the pit and then showed us two boa constrictors which Tom had caught simultaneously as
they sunned near the chapel. One was quitevisciousand everyone was amazed. After photographs
were taken, they were released. Almost all of our food and water was gone, and we were quite
ready to close our very successful expedition. After we got Peter's truck back to the highway,
we stopped at Ponciana Arriaga to report the theft of our property to the authorities. They were
concerned, but not able to help us much. Barb, Steve, Tom and I caught the bus back to Texas
that night while the rest remained in Valles with more caving in mind.
This last Easter, we made an additional trip to the Chapel area. After an ill-fated photographic
trip in the Montecillos System, Barbara Vinson, Richard Booth, Jan Lewis,
Lewis, Terry Raines, and I
made a brief two day stop at Tanchipa. Barb, Rich, Terry, and I spent the night at the Tanchipa
base camp and then the next morning we quickly hiked over to S6tano de la Estrella where we
located and surveyed the skylight. On the return to the truck we killed a six foot Fer-de-lance
that was in the trail near Tanchipa.
There is another trip to the Chapel area planned this summer with the objective of mapping
Cueva de Tanchipa and pushing it past the 450-foot level. After this and some additional work is
accomplished, there should be enough information compiled to publish a report on the caves of
the Chapel area.

Date: February 1973
Destination: Yucatan
M.D.
Reported by: William
William R. Halliday, M.D.
On the way to some serious speleoarchaeology in Belize reported elsewhere, Len and I had a
caves, cenotes, and karst of Yucatan as encountered along the main tourist routes.
quick look at caves,
single exception, everyone was most anxious to assist, everywhere we went. The
With only a single
exception was a tour guide at Uxmal, with whom I discussed visiting the Grutas de Xtacumbilxunan near Bolonchen and who misled me to believe that it was far from habitation in hopeless
jungle. Especially after picturing it on the cover of a recent 'Journal of Spelean History,' this
was unfortunate.
was
The remainder of our reconnaissance was close to the Merida-Valladolid road, highway 180.
This includes the Chichen Itza area, with the famous Cenote Sagrado and the pleasanter, littleknown Cenote Xtoloc virtually across the highway from the Hotel Mayaland. A small square
hole atop the Ossuary or High Priest's Tomb leads down to a vertical cave
cave beneath the ruin; we
resisted the temptation.
is the famous cave
cave of Balankanche where a tour of a
About 3 miles west of Chichen Itza is
Mayan shrine is available at a reasonable price. But not permission to photograph and my Spanish was not good enough to find out why or how.

62

AMCS
AMCS News

In Valladolid, Cenote Zaci proved to be the prettiest and one of the most cavernous cenotes
we visited. Located in the northeastern part of town, a small admission charge was well worthwhile.
Around Chichen, the karstlands distinctly resembled the recharge area for the Mammoth Cave
karst-with a scrub jungle superimposed-but we were unable to learn of other caves in the limited time available. Farther west, however, the tourist can hardly avoid the large signs saying:
Cenote's Bar-right in the middle of the town of Libre Union. The bar is beside a deep, beautiful narrow-necked cenote which bells out beneath highway 180. At dusk, we could see bats circling below but the people at the bar assured us that explorers had found only the single chamber.
A sign by this cenote invites tourists to swim in the undergound river of Cenote Xtojil, and at
first we thought that this was the name of the one by the bar. It turned out, however, that
Cenote Xtojil is about a mile east of the Yaxcaba road, two or three miles south of Libre Union.
Partially developed as a tourist attraction, it is pretty but lacks a feeling of cavernousness and no
current. If the cenote by the Cenote's Bar has a name, we were unable to learn it and currently
list it as Cenote's Bar Cenote. A rather similar cenote is located about 1 km west of Libre Union,
about 100 m N of highway 180, behind a low cement wall. It, too, seems to be temporarily
nameless.
Lack of time caused us to miss Loltun Cave, which was most unfortunate as new roads are about
to make it a tourist center. On the island of Cozumel, which hardly gets eight feet above high
tide, we were mildly surprised to find the famous Chancanab Lagoon to be a tidal cenote and at
least one small bay along the coast is clearly a breached cenote.

Date: 6-15 April 1973
Destination: Rio San Ger6nimo, Grutas de Juxtlahuaca, Guerrero
Persons: Terry Sayther, Ann Lucas, Tom Albert, Pat Asnes, Craig Bittinger, Steve Bittinger
The trip left Austin about 3: 30 Friday afternoon and headed toward Mexico City via the inland route. Little trouble was had crossing the border and after slightly touching one burro we
arrived in Mexico City around 8: 00 Saturday morning. After an afternoon swim in the Balneario
Las Estacas we arrived at the Rio San Ger6nimo. Walt Rosenthal appeared suddenly and left
We entered the cave's lower entrance
the next morning after developing a case of the turistas. We
and mapped 4,000 ft before floating out. On the trip out we encountered a group of Mexican
cavers from GEM who inquired if we were the AMCS from Austin. After talking with them
awhile they said that from the way we caved we could only be the AMCS.
AMCS. The next morning
we entered the upper entrance, crossed the shaky suspension bridge; and 14,000 mapped feet
and 16 hours later emerged from the lower entrance.
WedThe following day was spent driving to the Grutas de Juxtlahuaca which we entered on Wednesday with Enrique our guide. The cave's peaceful beauty was enjoyed by all in the direct
contrast with the wild rushing of the Rio San Ger6nimo. The group then proceeded to Acapulco
where we enjoyed the turista trip and were awakened by a minor earthquake. We
We returned by
way of Mexico City, Pinal de Amoles, the Xilitla bird house, and Kingsville.
Kingsville. Austin crept over
PM Sunday.
the horizon around 2 PM
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ARTICLES
1969 Mexico-Guatemala Cave Biology Field Trip Report
Stewart B. Peck and James H. Peck

From 18 June to 13 September 1969 we were involved in field work on the ecology, distribution, and evolutionary biology of Ptomaphagus and other "catopid" beetles, as well as
in other general aspects of plant and animal biogeography, in Mexico and Guatemala. Our
collecting methods used dung and carrion baited pitfall traps, the sifting of forest litter, and
Tullgren funnel extraction of the fauna, and cave collecting. We
We offer the following summary
of cave localities worked by us for the use of others interested in our itinerary and in advances
in cave biology in Mexico and Guatemala. Epigean field sites are not included. The report is a
response to the need expressed in the numerous requests we have had for data on the sites we
visited.
The report is organized chronologically from our field notes, and is often in a telegraphic
style. Most of the localities were found by using Russell and Raines, 1967, AMCS Bull. 1:
Caves of the Inter-American Highway. Consequently we will not give locations nor descripCaves
tions of caves found in that publication. Caves not in that or later AMCS or other publications will be here described and located in some detail.
We wish to thank Russell M.
We
M. Norton for accompanying and assisting us from 18 June to
10 July; William Elliott and Don Broussard are thanked for allowing us to accompany them
during their cave work on July 15, 18 and 19. We also want to thank Denis Koester, Russell
Gurnee, Jose Storek, and Carlos Palacios for their various assistance in the Guatemala work.
Only scant information will be given on the fauna encountered on the trip. All the collections have been distributed to specialists, and much of the fauna has been summarized and
characterized by Reddell in AMCS Bull. 1, or by Reddell and others in AMCS Bull. 4, and
in other publications.
19 June. Cueva de Chorros de Agua, N.L. Extensive collections were made. Baited pitfall traps were set in the cave and outside. Two ricinuleids were found under rocks outside
of the cave in the forest, near the springs.
20 June. Cueva de la Boca, N.L. It was still in operation as a mine, and open to visitors
only on Sunday. We
We were allowed to collect this day only in the twilight zone and found
Eucinetid beetles (not previously known from Mexico) and other insects in dry loose guano.
Coming down from the cave, about 83 m below the mouth, to the east of the trail, we
found a small mine adit, which was flooded about 7 m inside. The water contained mosquito and beetle larvae as well as Asellus and another white isopod. This is the first known Mexican cave Asellus locality.
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We
We drove to Huasteca Canyon, found the caves after some difficulty due to new roads
and a drilling operation, but the 1160 heat prompted a swim in the creek rather than collecting in the caves, and the thought that winter visits to Huasteca were more sensible than
summer ones.
21 June. Grutas de San Bartolo, Huasteca Canyon, N.L. We
We made various collections in
the north and south cave and estimated the flea density in the north cave to be 50 per sq ft
of guano-covered floor.
Grutas de Garda, visited as tourists, and were presented with 90 minutes of huge formations and an Ave Marfa recording.
22 June. Cueva de la Boca, N.L. Made extensive collections of the rich fauna, mostly
associated with moist guano.
23 June. Collected in small caves at edge of Chipinque Mesa, above Monterrey, N.L. To
reach Chipinque Mesa, start on Constitution Avenue in Monterrey, proceeding west to
junction with Highway 40 at Eleuterio Gonzalez road, turn left toward the mountain, noting
"country club" sign. Follow this winding toll road (2.3 pesos per person, collected at mile 11)
up to Chipinque Mesa at 1500 m.
Cave no. 1 was being used as a trash dump. It has an entrance 2 m by 3 m leading downward at a steep angle. The entrance is about 200 m from the restaurant at an azimuth of 1300 ,
50 m from the grass clearing, to the east under the steel pole-supported electric lines (sketch 1).
The cave is a high narrow passage about 10m long, and contained Rhadine and a blind Mexaphaenops carabid beetle.
Cave no. 2 is a short shelter cave under and behind one of the rental houses (rooms 3 and 4)
(sketch 2).which make a nice place to stay. It has moist litter and a fauna with Ptomaphagus
and Rhadine. The entrance is about 2 m wide and 1 m high and leads down steeply for about
5 m.
Cave no. 3 is located immediately behind room no. 9 in the long motel building, 2 m from
the rear wall, and has an entrance 1 m by 1 m, leading down at a steep angle, with the total
cave about 15 m. Beetles and spiders collected.
Cave no. 4 is located at an azimuth of 170 0 from Cave no. 3, down the slope, at the base
of a 7 m limestone bluff. The 1 m by 3 m entrance leads up about 15 m. The cave was dry,
with no fauna.
Recommendation: Chipinque Mesa warrants additional attention and exploration as a cave
locality. The one cave carabid collection here suggests that there are bigger and better caves
somewhere nearby.
24 June. Climbing to the top of the limestone ridge above Chipinque gives a fine view of
the limestone valley to the south, with entrances visible.
2S June. Cueva de Chorros de Agua. Picked up pitfall traps.
26 June. Looked for Sumidero de Pablillo at the village of Pablillo, finding AMCS directions inadequate, and finding no one in the village who heard of the sumidero.
27 June. Looked over the limestone summit of 4000 m high Cerro PotosI.
Potosi. Microkarst was
present but no large solution features were seen.
29 June. Cueva del Nacimiento del Rio Frfo. The "chest deep" river that must be crossed
in order to reach the cave was in full flood, requiring a strong swim against the current to
cross it. AMCS Bull. 1 is unclear on the roads needed to reach the river. The cave had a varied
terrestrial fauna, and no life was seen in the rimstone pools.
30 June. We
We rented a guide and two burros in Gomez Farfas, leaving our truck in the yard
of Sf. Felix Burgos, and packed up to Rancho del Cielo, the cloud forest biology station of
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Texas Southmost College, Brownsville, and were shown the locations of three caves here by
Bill or Ole.
Alfred Richardson and a Southmost student called Bill
We were guided some 5 km to this cave at 1600 m by Bill.
Bill. Col1 July. Cueva de la Mina. We
cave and outside.
lections were made and dung baits and traps placed in the cave
We noted a large, fairly complete skeleton of a mammal in the left-hand section of the
We
cave, towards the center of the room, partially under a flowstone ledge, partially covered with
We couldn't tell if it was a carnivore or ungulate. The skull
flowstone and "grape" deposits. We
was
was stepped-on on one side and crushed. With a hammer and chisel the 8 in long skull could
be broken loose and a determination made to judge its importance. Vertebrae, ribs, long
bones, pelvis,
pelvis, etc., are present. .
Crystal Cave, Rancho del Cielo. Made collections and set baited pitfall traps.
S. Peck and R. Norton walked some 13 km from Rancho del Cielo to Charco
2-3 July. S.
de la Perra (now called El Porvenir) while J. Peck stayed at Rancho del Cielo and continued
collecting there. Peck and Norton were guided from La Perra by Paulino Sanchez "the
mountaineer" and Sf. Manjarrez (the district forester and El Maestro) to Cueva Capilla de
la Perra, and Cueva Chica de la Perra.
Cueva Capilla has a large sink entrance, going down a 25 m slope to a chamber, up a
flowstone in back, to top of a mound, down and up again into a huge decorated chamber
with a central flat mud area. This cave and its rich fauna gave
gave us the most rewarding feelfeelings we had experienced of exploration and collecting.
Cueva Chica is not much farther beyond, with about 170 m of cave, and three entrances.
The fauna was poor in comparison with Capilla, but troglobitic beetles were present in Neotoma dung.
Cueva de la Mina was revisited and the baits and traps checked. One of the blind scorpions
was taken.
4 July. Salamander Cave, Rancho del Cielo, due east of the cook shed, 75 paces beyond
the fence, to N of trail about 13 m. The cave is a chamber with a skylight, and holes going
Cave.
down. Fauna was poor but present. Traps were taken up in Crystal Cave.
6 July. Grutas de Quintero,Quintero, Tamps. The cave was being actively mined for phosphate. Extensive arthropod collections were made of known and new species of the rich
fauna here. It was interesting to collect 138 Ptomaphagus beetles in the toe of a shoe at the
end of the cave. The shoe toe was cleanly severed from the rest of the shoe, leading us to
wonder if it had been the result of a mining accident, and if the beetles were congregating
as a result of an attraction exerted by some misplaced miner tissues.
7 July. Cueva del Abra, Tamps. Only a few troglophilic beetles were found, and we did
not descend the pit.
caves at Nacimiento del
8 July. Heavy rains and deep mud prevented us from reaching caves
Rio Mante.
9 July. Grutas de Quintero. Got stuck in deep mud on road to cave.
cave. Recent heavy rains
filled the formerly dry travertine dams, and the mysid and cirolanid lake level had raised
by about 24 in, with water flowing from a hole in a flowstone about 1 m above the floor
We took live crustaceans in an attempt to have
at a rate of about one gallon per 5 seconds. We
Rusty Norton take them back alive to Yale for laboratory studies.
10 July. Cueva del Pach6n, Tamps. We
We had difficulty finding this due to incomplete
We made extensive invertebrate collections and marvelled at
directions in AMCS Bull. 1. We
the concentrations of fish.
11
11 July. Cueva de Taninul no. 4, S.L.P. Phosphate mining here has exposed an interes-
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ting series of sediments and fills.
fills. For instance, some tunnels have been dug under the breakdown under the large northwest skylight. These tunnels show a thick deposit of very black
"soil" which might well represent an old guano deposit formed in the chamber before the
ceiling fell in. No fossil vertebrate material was seen but it is worth some time here searching. A fair invertebrate collection was made.
Cueva de Valdosa, S.L.P. The miner working here said it was called La Cueva or La Mina
We did not follow this to the end where Reddell and others had made
de la Ultima Tir6n. We
biological collections.
Cave floor has been drastically altered from pre13 July. Cueva Ventana Jabalf, S.L.P. Cave
vious descriptions due to phosphate mining. Numerous deep solution canyons are exposed
in the floor, possibly dating from when the cave passed from a phreatic to a vadose solution
phase. We
We found a rich fauna, which is essentially that which Reddell reports (AMCS
(AMCS Bull. 1).
While
While in the cave a rain came up, dissolving
dissolving the thixotropic mud of the road, so that we were
stuck in the mud 26 hours without food or water.
15 July. S6tano de las Piedras, S.L.P. It would be interesting to collect in the semi-moist
forest in the sink at the entrance of this cave.
cave. While
While Elliott's crew collected fish, netting
some 50, we made fair arthropod collections.
16 July. Driving from Cd. Valles on road 85 (0.0 mi) we searched for forests, entering
Hidalgo at mile 77.6, the village
village of Santa Ana at mile 91.4 and a cave on the left side of
the road at mile 95.9 (between km 303 and km 304, between Palo Semita and EI
EI Ocote).
We collected spiders, an Agonum,
The cave is about 25 m long, with two small chambers. We
isopods and coilembola on rat dung.
17 July. Laguna Colorado, W of Xilitla, S.L.P.
S.L.P. We
We searched in the karst here, but found
no caves.
caves.
Chevron Cave, Qro., about 110 km W of Xilitla. The cave, exposed in a road cut, has
little organic input. Only one staph, one spider, and some moths were found on guano.
Clwvron Cave,
Cave, 2 km E of Pinal de Amoles. This looks as
Small mine, only 1 km W of Chevron
if it might have been a limonite mine, with a hand-dug set of low tunnels, maybe 67 m long.
At the end on and near a moist spot with rat dung, a rich troglobitic fauna was found of
beetles, millipeds, spiders, etc.
18 July. Cueva del Nacimiento del RIO Choy. We
We collected epigean fish, accompanying
Elliott, as well as an assemblage of ordinary troglophilic arthropods. Another entrance to
this cave exists up the cliff, above the railroad tracks, which is used as a shrine to the Virgin,
represented by a painted formation.
19 July. Cueva de la Porra, Tlamaya, 5 km N of Xilitla, S.L.P. Good and varied collections were made, including Eodrilus oligochaetes.
20 July. Cueva del Salitre, Xilitla. Little fauna was found in the floor of the twilightzoned left tunnel. To the right in the dark chamber a fair faunal mixture was found, including Eodrilus oligochaetes in pools in a small low room which can be crawled into at floor
level from the right wall of the twilight zone region.
We took a "ferry" canoe across the river
Cueva del Nacimiento del RIO Huichihuayan. We
at town and walked 3 km S along the main dirt track to the Nacimiento. On the ridge
above is a 7 m shaft and other breakdown holes. We
We found no trace of a passage
passage going deeper
into the cave, beyond the large breakdown-filled entrance room. Fauna was poor.
21 July. Cueva Chica, 18 km S of Valles. An estimated 200 fish were seen in the first
pool, and various invertebrates collected.
6 August. Cueva de Atoyac, Atoyac, Ver. The cave description matches that in AMCS
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Newsletter 1(8):74, but better directions on reaching the cave should be given. A good
sample of fauna was collected and traps were set in the cave.
7 August. Cueva de Ojo de Agua Grande, Paraje Nuevo, Vel. Locally asking for this led
us to a settlement. When it was clear we wanted a cave, we were directed to the nacimiento.
(AMCS Newsletter 1(8):75)
I believe we were at the cave reported by Fish and Reddell (AMCS
which they believed to be not the crayfish type locality they were seeking, but we believe
it is the correct cave. Clear and precise directions to the cave should be published. Fair
collections were made, but not of the crayfish. The cave river presented the most bodaceous sight of a set of rapids we have yet seen in a cave.
cave. The most interesting collection
was blind Cyathura (Anthuridae) isopods, the first known material from a Mexican cave,
later described as C. sbordonii Argano.
8 August. Cueva de Ojo de Agua de Tlilapan, Tlilapan, Ver. We
We made fair collections
here, but did not find any life in the pools at the back of the cave, nor any additional
blind scorpions.
9 August. Cueva de Atoyac. Picked up baited traps in cave.
12 August. "Km 27 Cave" [=Cueva de las Pinas Ramas]. This is 33 m before km
post 27 on route 190, E of Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chis. The cave entrance is on the N side
of the road, partially hidden by bushes, but visible when coming from the east, between
Ocozocautla and Cintalapa, 6.7 km W of bridge across river at Campo los Flores. This is
a small linear cave with only a poor fauna, and abundant potsherds.
13 August. Cueva Rancho Nuevo, exactly 10 road km E of San Crist6bal, Chis.,
from the corner with the Dominguez Center of Education, on the Inter-American Highway, not 5 km as reported in AMCS Newsletter 3 (6) : 124,
124, and now located between km
post 94 and km post 95, several hundred meters down a draw to the south. A good map
of the cave has been made by Sr. Kromsky, who runs a photo shop in San Crist6bal, Av.
Av.
We went in the cave only some 335 m and found the fauna
16 Sept. and Calle Diego. We
to be disappointingly sparse. Pitfall traps were set at the entrance and a slight bit inside
the cave.
Other cave leads can be obtained from Sr. Kromsky and Sr. Armando Aguirre, Antrop6logo, I N. I (La Cabana).
Trudy Blom of Casa Na Bolom, in San Crist6bal outskirts, who conducts various anthropological projects with the local Indians, is another source of cave information. From
Selva Lacandona" which shows some locaher we bought a copy of a 1953 map of "La Selva
tions of numerous caves, sumideros, etc.
Near Cueva Rancho Nuevo is supposedly a Cueva del Coyote "with much fauna" in
the hills to the east, and a guide could be obtained at the nearby village
village of Chanal.
14
14 August. Parque Nacional de Lagunas de Montebello, Chis., E of ComiHm.
Comitan. This
is a region of abundant karst, with the lagunas being in some cases cenotes, huge and very
beautiful.
15 August. Cueva de Arcotete, about 6 km E of San Crist6bal, Chis. We
We were guided on this 2.5 km horseback ride by Sr. Teo Martinez of Hotel Rancho Molino de la Alborada, renting horses from the ranch. In Tzotzil Indian the cave name is Alcotetle. The
cave is in the ridge that lies to the north side of the Inter-American Highway, to the E of
cave
San Crist6bal. It is a heavily decorated cave, entered from a large sink 17 m across. To
the west side the passage is a chamber lit by a skylight (sketch 3) and an entrance at the
far end. To the north the floor slopes down to a flowstone at the bottom. Up on this
flowstone is a slot entrance to the back chamber of the cave. This back chamber is about
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23 m across, 33 m high, and 83 m long. It is totally floored with flowstone, breakdown,
and/or guano. Most of the fauna was found on the guano-covered slope at the north and
west side of the room.
16 August. Lagunas de Montebello. More searching here found nothing, but the
sink-pocked pine-lands certainly reminded us of northern Florida. Checked the "sumideros" at Margaritas, E of ComHan,
Comitan, and found them to be large shallow lagunas.
17 August. Cueva del Sumidero San Jose del Arco. This cave is in the sumidero of
the Rio running into the Parque. From a parking lot at the end of the pavement a gravel
road continues and eventually winds up slope and up a valley, ending in a quarry. To the
east of this road is the valley containing the sumidero of the Laguna. From the small village on this road a trail goes slightly down and meets another in a ravine heading down to
the sumidero. Heavy rains raised the river, almost filling the arch of the natural bridge,
covering several trees below the bridge. One "entrance" was seen in the near wall of the
sumidero sink. The cave we entered is along the trail to the right about tOo
tOo m before
the river (sketch 4). The cave (sketch 5) was small, with little dark zone, and debris
showed that it mostly floods in time of very high water. The fauna was sparse.
Cueva San Francisco, 19 km S of Comitan on the Inter-American Highway, is also
called Cueva Trinitaria or Cueva Zapaluta. The huge entrance cliff is visible from the
road. A creepy event occurred here. When we went in the cave the shrine was dark and
no people were in sight. When we came out no people were in sight but the shrine was
ablaze with abundant votive candles. Some interesting troglobites were taken, but much
of the fauna is accidentals washed in with debris.
20 August. Gruta El Silvina, Izabal, Guatemala. The cave has been described and
mapped by R. Gurnee (NSS Bull. 21, 1962) and lies between km 260 and km 261 on the
road to Puerto Barrio. The entrance has been altered since 1962 after undergoing shelling
by the military engaged in fighting guerrillas supposedly hiding in the cave. Good collections were made, and traps set.
21 August..
August. Cueva de la Coche, Izabal, Guatemala. This is located by launch at river
level about 2.5 km up the Rio Dulce from Livingston, after taking a boat from Puerto
Barrios to Livingston (l hr 30 min). The cave is only about 83 m long, and is narrow
throughout, with no side passages. Little fauna was found, and nothing was seen in the
pools in the back of the cave.
Farther upriver is visible a large entrance on a bluff called Cueva de la Vaca. It is
said to be unreachable by climbing from below, but did not look this way.
22 August. Picked up traps at Gruta El Silvino, and drove E to Rio Dona Marfa
where we got verification of a cave in the mountains,S km to the north. There is a
bridge a few km to the E in the vicinity of Cualan to cross and go north. The cave is
supposedly large and promising, but Gurnee believes he was at this site but found it to be
unrewarding.
Trying to cross the Chuacus Mountains put a two-finger hole in our gas tank. After
patching it with a mixture of mud and hand soap, we were able to limp back to Guatemala City for repairs.
24 August. Cueva Seamay, Senahu, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala, on Finca Seamay. The
cave is described by Gurnee (NSS News, no. 8, 1965) and in Explorers Club Journal, vol.
46, 1968). We made fine collections here.
25 August. Return visit to Cueva Seamay to set traps, and then on north a few km
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We were trying to track down the type locality of a Ptomaphagus
to Finca Sepacuite. We
beetle from "Cueva Sepacuite", and found three caves on the tinea.
Cueva Sepacuite no. 1, which also has a name in Kekchi Indian which translates to
La
La Pefia
Pefia de las Golondrinas. This was reached with an Indian guide by driving about 1.5
km N from the finca, and walking beside a cemetery, to the N up and across a wide solution valley and up a rock-paved road for about another 2 km. The cave is a huge shelter
entrance about 100 m across, several hundred m up a forested slope from the trail. The
cave has a vertical depth of about 50 m down breakdown, and a horizontal depth of
cave
about the same. The fauna was very poor.
La
26 August. Cueva Sepacuite no. 2, with a Kekchi Indian name translating to La
Piedra de Cahab6n. This was reached after a 1 hr 30 min swift walk up the valley due N
of the finca. The entrance is on a slope of a milpa, with a sink entrance about 33 m
wide at the cave
cave mouth, widening to 67 m inside. The length is about 167 m, with a 33 m
ceiling, with no side passages,
passages, only a huge elongated chamber, floored with massive
massive
We judged this to be the cave in which the Italian MD,
MD, Giabreakdown, and dripstone. We
quinto Mira, studying malaria and sleeping sickness in the region, took the Ptomaphagus
beetles named after him. We
We found the beetles and some othe1
other fauna, including blind
amphipods.
Cueva Sepacuite no. 3, with a name translating to La Piedra de los Murcielagos. This
Cave no. 2, but 15 min walk closer to the finca. The cave is 13 m
is on the same trail as Cave
wide at the entrance, and 20 m deep, narrowing to the back, with smooth damp soil floor.
Some fauna was found but it was all troglophilic.
27 August. Picked up traps in Cueva Seamay.
29-30 August. Lanquin Cave, Lanquin, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala. The cave is "commercialized" and so we tried to make arrangements with the alcalde. but found him to be
this day, which was the fiesta of Lanquin. We
drunk and incoherent on thiS
We then simply
camped near the cave and worked it. It is described by Gurnee in NSS
NSS News 17 (9), 1959
1959; NSS
NSS Bull. 24, 1962; and Explorers Journal 46 (3), 1968. The rich and interesting
fauna was mostly associated with guano. White flatworms were abundant towards the
back.
2 September. We
We looked over some of the high-elevation karst in the Cuchumatames
caves and returned to Mexico.
mountains above Huehuetenango but found no caves
3 September. Picked up traps in Cueva San Francisco and Cueva Rancho Nuevo.
6 September. Grutas de Cacahuamilpa. We
We did not try to collect in the back chamber which Reddell has stated to be the only suitable place for fauna.
This concluded the cave field work south of the border, having made biological collections or observations in 45 caves.
caves. But at this time we still had another month of field
work ahead of us in the western U.S., including caves
caves in Arizona and Idaho before returnMass., and Harvard.
ing to Cambridge, Mass.,

